
Name of Smaller authority: Walton-in-Gordano Parish Counci I

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORTTY)
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3{ MARCH 2023

Local Audit and Accountability Act2O14 Sections 25,26 and 27
and Audit 20{5 201

NOTICE NOTES

l. Date of Frid 2nd une 2023

2. Each year the smaller authority pnepanes an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt frorn the appointed auditor's review.
Any person interested has the rQht to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
tfie accounting records for tfte financial year to which il relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receapts and other documents rclating to
those records must be made availabb for inspection by any penson interested.
For the year ended 3l March 2023, these documenG will be available on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Don Hill - Parish Clerk

commencinsonlcl Monday 5th lune 2023

and ending on (d) Friday 14th fuly 2023
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

The r(1ht to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed aurditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaratbn that an item of account b unlawful. Wriften notice
of an objection must first be given to the ar.rdilor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smalbr authority's AGAR is only subiect to revbw by the appoinGd
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014lead to ttre involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

BDO LLP
Arcadia House
MaritimeWalk
OceanVillage
Soulhampton
SO14 3TL
E councilaudits@bdo.co.uk Don Hill

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

a

a

5. This announcement is made by (e)

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) belour

(b) lnsert name, position and
addressltelephcne number/ ernail
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspec't the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least I
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) belo^,

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) lnsert name and position of person
dacing the notce - this person rnust be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority



LOCAL AUTHORIW ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, irternal drainagp boards and nother'smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountabilitv Act 2014 (the Act) govemsthe work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary elplains the provis'ons contained in Sec{ions 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
andtheAccountsand Audit Regulations 2015 also coverthe duties, responsibilities and rightsof smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an inbrested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspeet accounting records and related
documents. lf you are a local governmerf electorforthe area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay dlrectly for exercising
your rights. However, any resultirq costs incuned by tfe smaller adhority form part of fts running costs-
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your riglrts through their council
tax

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors, You can inspect the accounting records forthe financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public ir*erest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must k a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records- Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities' accounting reeords are availabb to inspect. This will be 3-14 July
2023 for 2022-23 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the perird for the exercise of
public rigttts, how you can communicate to the srnaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should firct ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. lf you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the audito/s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (whach is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to erylain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The hw limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the extemal auditor know your ooncern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, vrrhich here
means formally asking questions under the Act- You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions,

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain" Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authorily other questbns
about their accounts for any year, at any time- But these are not questions under the Act"

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the flnancial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must atways be about facts, rot opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are mafters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the ilem is unlaMul, or why
you think that a public interest repo( should be made about it. You must provide the externalauditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the extemal auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authodVs arca;. rrrhy you are objec{ing to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;. details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlauful; andr details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the LqcalAudit and Accauntab{lry ,qEt 2814.

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonivard, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so" They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Losal-puthqrilv aaqqqnts:Aquide to
vauf [ght$ are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please wrile to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Govemance &
Accountability Retum.



Certificate of Exemption - AGAR 2022123 Form 2
To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed f25,000 in the year of account ended 31 l/larch 2023, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a lirnited assurance review under Section 9 of the LocalAudit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5
There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2023 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submifted no later than 30 June 2023
notiffing the external auditor-

,rii

certifies that during the financial year 2O22123, the higher of the authorig's total gross income for the year or
total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed 825,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2022123'

Signed by Date

SiSop-d by the Responsible financial Officer Date
\t,\ ^+. t '\f
-)J -i I '\ T,--..,\ \

I confirm that this Cerlificate of
Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:
as recorded in minute reference:

Telephone number
,]

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2022123:

There are certain circumstiances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exemfi and it must submit the completed Annual Govemance and Accountabitity Retum
Fom 3 to the extemal auditor to undertiake a limited assurance revierry for which a fee at fi270 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:. The authority was in existence on lstApril 2019. ln relation to the preceding financial year (2021122), the external auditor has not:. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it. made a statutory recomrnendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1 (1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("theAct"), and has not withdrayyn the notice. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of theAct. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration. The court has not declared an item of amount unlalful after a percon made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act

lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor ineuned gross expenditure,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exernption can be signed and a copy submitted to the ertremal auditor
either by email or by post (not both).
TheAnnual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority websitetuvebpage* before 1 Jdy 2A23.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

xx

Generic email address of Authority

)ilt

"Published web address

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2023. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge at E4O + VAT.

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities

Page 3 of6
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2O22tZ3

During the financial year ended 3f March 2023, this authority,s internal auditor acting independenfly and on thebasis of an assessment of risk, canied out a selective assessment of compliance witi tne relevant proceduresand controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.
The internal audit for ZO2Z\23 has been canied out in accordance with this authority,s needs and planned coverage.On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internalaudit conclusions are summarised in this table.Set out below are the objectives of internalcontrol and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,in all significant respects, the control objectives were being lchieved throughout the financial year to a standardadequate to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate confiols existed (list any other risk areas on sepalate sheets if needed).
Name of person who carried out the intemal auditC--oi vl i u-l {, J,".; i.t.t \, rr 161i

rffoy.f;c,:

Date(s) internalaudit

I ry fu./eas
undertaken

Signature of person who
caried out the internal audit

*lf the response is 'no'please state
(add separate sheets if needed).

Date
the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified

'*Note: lf the response is 'not, covered' please state when the most rec€nt internal audit work was done in this area and when it isnext planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual internal 
"rOii 

i"port ,ust explain why not ladd s"par"te sheets if needed)

throughout the financialA. Appropriate recnrds have been
Th is comauthority plied its financial regulations, werepayments supported allby lnvorces-wasexpenditure andapproved wasVAT for.accounted \.

c. This assessed theauthority risksnificant tostg ach its andieving objectives thereviewed adequacyof rraa mato these.
D The ratesorprecept resultedrequirement anfrom adequate budgetary process; nstprogress agathe was itoredmon and reseryes were appropriate_

VAT
E rncomeExpected was based onfully received, co rrect prices andrecordedproperly promptly

andbanked was accounted for:
F, cashPetty werentspayme properly allsupported by cashreceipts, wasrepetty expenditu

VATandapproved ntedaccou for. AI
G. Salaries to andemployees allowances to members were n accordancepaid with isth authority'sandapprovals, PAYE Nand wererequirements properly applied"
H. Asset and investments isters were and accurate and maintained.

Periodic bank account reconciliaUons were carried outI. the
J statementsAccounting prepared theduring were onyear prepared correctthe accounti basisngand(receipts or andincomepayments thetoagreedexpenditure), cash book, ansupported bytrailaudit fromadequate andrecords whereunderlying appropriate anddebtors WEcreditors rerecorded"

lfK. the certifiedauthority itself exemas from lima itedpt ASSUTANCE revrew 202 itt22, met the
andcriteriaexemption declaredcorrectly itself the had aexempt. (tt limitedauthority assuranceofreview ,/s 202 AGAR1/22 "nottick covered")

L. The theblishedpuauthority nformrequired ation aon u to atdate timethewebsite/webpage p ofthe audintemal it accordance relevantthe legislation.
M n the redcoveyear th AGAis theby R, correctlyauthority for a theforperiod ofexercisepublic asrights therequired by and Audit ulations 2Reg tbe AGAR022-2s(during period,were public in tarelationrights 202the -22 GARA evidenced notice onby the siteweb and/orauthority minutes datestheconfirming sef)

TheN hasauthority thewithcomplied publication 242forrequirements t22 AGAR
AGAR uidancePage Notes)"

0. (For local councils only)
- The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.Trust funds

Page 4 of 6
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022123

We acknowledge as the members of:

Walton-in-Cordano Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2A23, that'.

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

&3/04/2023
and recorded as minute reference:

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the rneeting where
approval was given:

Chairman
xxfiv\\jt x&.

Clerk

waltoningordanopc.org.uk

L Vrie have put in plae anangernents foreffeclive finarrcial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

prcpared its axounting statenents in accotdane
withthe Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. l/Ve maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and conuption and reviewed its effectiveness.

made proper afiangefients and aeceptecl respanstbilry
for safeguading the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-cornpliane wiflr laun, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effec{
on the ability of this authority to condud its
business or manage its finances"

has only done what it has the legal powerto do and has
cafiplied wrth Proper Pradices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity dudng the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accordance with the
reguirement$ of the Accounts and Audit Regulations"

during the year gave all persons iilerested the appaftunity to
inspecl and ask questions about this authori{s accounts.

5. We canied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the intro'duction of intemal controls and/or
extemal insurance cover where required.

@nsidercd and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them propeily.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of intemal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

ananged for a competent person, independent of the financial
contals and prccedures, to give an objedive view on whether
intemal contrcls meet the needs of this smaller authoritlt

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and extemal audit.

responded to matters brought to its aftention by internal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitrnents, events or transactions, occurring either
during or ater the year-end, have a financial impact on
thi$ aulhority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statemenls.

discbsed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place afterthe year
end if relevant"

9, (For local councils only) Trust furds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

N/A

has met afi of rts rcsponsibilities where as a body
@ryorate it is a sole manqing truslee of a local trust
ortrusls.

Yes No

The authori$ website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published,

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022123 Form 2
Local Councils, lntdrnal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

Page 5 of 6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statemenb 2A22123 for
Watton-in-Cordano Parish Councit

1. Balances brought
forward 9923

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recotded in the frnancial twtds. Vatue rnust agree to
Box 7 of previous year

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

Total amaunt of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
rereived or receivable in trc year. Excluda any grants
reeived.

3. (+) Total other receipts Tbtal income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or nates/levies rereived (line 2) lnclude any
gnnts received.

4. (-) Staff costs
2730

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees" lnclude gross salanes and wages,
employers Nl contibutions, employers pension
contibutione, gratuities and serrcrance payments-

5. {-) Loan interest/epital
repayments

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made duing the year on the authoitfs bonowings (it any)

6. (-) All other payments
1.I18

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book Iess sfaffcosfs $ine 4) and toan interesUcapital
repayments (line 5)"

7. (=) Balances carried
forward 13616, Tatal balances and reserves at the end af the year. Must

equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value ofcash and
short term investments

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shod term investutents held as at 31 March -
To agreewith hank rcconciliation.

9. Totat fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

The value of all the prcperty the authorily owns - it is made
up of all its fired assefs and long term invesbnerts as at
31 March.

10. Total bonowings The outstading capitat batance as at 31 March of all loans
from thid pafties (including PWLB).

'l{a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
{including charitable)

The Councit, as a bdy wtporate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

11 b, Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The figures in the accounting statements above do not
include any Trust transacfibns.

I certifo that for the year ended 31 March 2023 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority-
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approvalr\:'*-, \\\\ \
Date , .,, -J,,''l

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

fi\/84/2823

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the
Acco u nti n g State genlgll er e apggxed,ru{'xx

Page 6 of6
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Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A22123 Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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